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Words to Live by — from Catholic Tradition
Words of St. Thomas Aquinas, Greatest Doctor of the Church

How can a man consider himself to be a Christian, if he desires to enjoy glory with
Christ without attaining this glory through the means of suffering with Christ?

Words of St. Thomas Aquinas, in the Catena Aurea on St. Luke, (his commentary on St.
Luke’s Gospel), quoting the Venerable Bede, another Doctor of the Church, Ch. 24, section
#3.

05050

Catholic Candle note: The article below refers to Rome’s betrayal of the Catholic
Faith. However, a reader would be mistaken if he assumed that Pope Francis’ betrayal
somehow means that he is not the pope.

Sedevacantism is wrong and is (material or formal) schism. Catholic Candle is not
sedevacantist. On the contrary, we published a series of articles showing that
sedevacantism is false (and also showing that former Pope Benedict is not still the pope).

We recommend a small book explaining the errors of sedevacantism. It is available:

» Here, for free: https://catholiccandle.neocities.org/faith/against-sedevacantism.html
or

» Here, at cost ($4): https://www.amazon.com/Sedevacantism-Material-Quanta-Cura-
Press/dp/BOSFP5NQRG6/ref=sr 1 1

Here is what St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Doctor of the Church, teaches concerning the need
to recognize and respect the authority of a superior — such as the pope — even when he is
bad:

Even should the life of any superior be so notoriously wicked as to admit of no
excuse or dissimulation, nevertheless, for God’s sake, Who 1s the source of all
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power, we are bound to honor such a one, not on account of his personal merits,
which are non-existent, but because of the divine ordination and the dignity of his
office.!

However, even while recognizing the pope’s authority and our duty to obey him when we
are able, we know we must resist the evil he says and does. Read more about this
principle here: https://catholiccandle.neocities.org/faith/against-
sedevacantism.html#section-7

The VC II Conciliar Church “Sacrament” of
Reconciliation is Against God

Conciliar “reconciliation” is a humanistic meeting between a “priest” and a lay person to
help him reconcile with his fellow man. In this conciliar mindset, God is neither
necessary nor needed and, in effect, reconciling with your fellow man is more important
than with God.

The conciliar church is the devil’s counter-church, headquartered in Rome. In the
conciliar mindset, everyone goes to heaven; sin is not a problem. A standard comment by
the “priest” at a conciliar funeral is that the deceased loved one is smiling and looking
down on us happily, without a problem, wishing us well and waiting for us to join him in
heaven. So, there is no need for the traditional Catholic Sacrament of Penance if we are
all going to Heaven anyway.

Picture this. If Christ was still on earth when the conciliar church was developing its
new “sacrament” of reconciliation, they would have slammed the rectory door so hard and
so fast on Christ that they would have given Him a Bloody Nose. Consequently,

if there 1s “no more sin” in the conciliar church, then God need not be involved.

We should never go to this conciliar “sacrament” of “reconciliation” because:

» It is a bad fruit of the bad conciliar tree. There are no good fruits of this tree and
there could never be.

» This “reconciliation” is a “sacrament” of a false religion: the new conciliar church.2

1 Quoted from St. Bernard of Clairvaux, Third Sermon for Advent, entitled: On the Three
Advents of the Lord and the Seven Pillars which we ought to Erect within us.

2 https://catholiccandle.org/2020/11/01/the-conciliar-church-is-anti-god-and-is-a-cult-of-man/
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» It is never — or almost never — administered by a priest whose ordination is not
doubtful. Treating such a “priest’s” ordination as invalid, as we must, we are
obliged to also treat his absolution as invalid.3

» It is a sin of scandal to participate in this conciliar “reconciliation”, just as it is a
sin to participate in any other conciliar service.4

» Because the reconciliation “sacrament” inherently involves a sin of scandal and is a
compromise with the modernists, it gives no grace.?

» It is a temptation of false piety® to use this “sacrament” because we “have to go to
confession somewhere”.

» This “sacrament” of “reconciliation” is designed by our enemies — the modernists —
for the purpose of weakening our faith in many ways, e.g., by emphasizing the
“social” sin against our fellow man, and by deemphasizing the gravity of sin as an
offense against God.

Let's review the traditional Catholic dogma on the Sacrament of Penance.
From My Catholic Faith, Bishop Morrow, Lesson 144, page 300:

What is the sacrament of Penance? It is the sacrament by which sins committed
after Baptism are forgiven through the absolution of the priest.

3 For an explanation of why the conciliar rites of ordination and consecration are doubtful,
read these analyses:

« https://catholiccandle.neocities.org/faith/new-ordination-doubtful.html

% https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B490Pul54e EGd2RRcTFSY29EYzg/view

« https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B490Pul54e EGZVF5cmFvMGdZMO0OU/view?resourcekey=0-
d98Ksw0xkbtafE2fYSTq8A

Because those conciliar rites are doubtfully valid, they should be treated as invalid.
https://catholiccandle.neocities.org/faith/new-ordination-doubtful.html

4 https://catholiccandle.neocities.org/faith/other-than-weddings-and-funerals-we-should-
never-attend-any-religious-services-of-compromise-groups-or-false-religions.html

5 https://catholiccandle.org/2020/04/02/a-compromise-groups-masses-and-sacraments-do-not-
give-grace-because-the-end-does-not-justify-the-means/

6 https://catholiccandle.org/2020/09/01/excuses-for-compromise-confessions/
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In every sacrament three things are necessary: the outward sign, the inward grace,
and Divine institution.

Penance has the three essentials of a sacrament:

o Itis a sensible sign; i.e., the words of absolution and the external act of the
confession.

e It was instituted by Jesus Christ on the first Easter Sunday night.

e It confers grace. It is the way by which after Baptism sanctifying grace is
restored to the penitent who has committed mortal sin. It increases this
grace in the penitent who already possesses it. It also gives actual graces.

The priest forgives sins with the words: "I absolve thee from thy sins in the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Ghost. Amen."

From the Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. 13, article: Sacraments, page 297:

In every sacrament three things are necessary: the outward sign, the inward sign,
and Divine institution.

From Catechism of the Council of Trent, p.263, heading; The Meaning of Penance:

Interior penance consists in turning to God sincerely and from the heart, and in
hating and detesting our past transgressions, with a firm resolution of amendment
of life, hoping to obtain pardon through the mercy of God.

Accompanying this penance, like an inseparable companion of detestation for sin,
1s a sorrow and sadness, which is a certain agitation and disturbance of the soul,
and is called by many a passion. Hence, many of the Fathers (of the Church)
define penance as an anguish of soul.

From The Catholic Dictionary, Rev. William E. Addis and Rev. Thomas Arnold,
page 645:

Priests have received power from Christ to forgive sins in His name and according
to His law---1.e., in the case of true repentance. God alone can remit sins, but He
has been pleased to make the priest's absolution the means by which His grace is
conveyed. He said to His Apostles, "Receive the Holy Ghost; whosoever sins ye
remit, they are remitted (i.e., forgiven them), and whosoever sins ye retain, they
have been retained. ...
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The conciliar church got rid of the confession “box”, and in a sense the “priest” locks his
office door to keep God out. Added to this, the “priest” on occasion will have a group
reconciliation to be sure everyone gets along with each other.

If you think about the conciliar church, you realize there is no real need for it. Everyone
1s saved automatically; getting along with others is most important; there is no need for
prayer or concern about God, hell, or purgatory. This mindset drastically reduces
vocations, church attendance, and church finances.

Conciliar church leaders in Rome are not concerned. They worry about saving the planet,
about global warming, protecting the Muslims, and making sure the world appreciates
Luther and all he did for the religions of the world.

The conciliar church kept the name Catholic to confuse and keep a billion plus confused
Catholics accepting VC II's anti-God counter-church.

Well, what is in store for uncompromising traditional Catholics? We have a fight on our
hands — a fight for the restoration of the human element of the Church, without any help
from the Church leaders.

Don’t despair! God knows what we need, and be assured He will do what is necessary for
us and much more! Our part is for all, without exception, to lead the holy life God wants
us to lead, to be a “light” in the world, and to fight in the army of Christ the King.

It is not that hard, with all of God’s graces and help. The catacombs will strengthen your
faith if you love Christ the King and study the traditional Catholic Faith.

05050

Mary’s School of Sanctity

Lesson #5 Introduction to the structure of the Spiritual Exercises and
introduction to the Rules for the Discernment of Spirits

In our last lesson in Mary’s School we took a close look into the life of St. Ignatius. We
saw how God chose this wonderful saint to be the founder of the Society of Jesus, also
known as the Company of Jesus [as in a military sense].

The Spiritual Exercises are meant to be done over a period of one month with one
retreat master helping one exercitant (which is what St. Ignatius calls the person making
the exercises). These Exercises are referred to as a retreat. Through the centuries,
priests have found a way to allow working men complete the retreat in as little as one
week, by paring down the retreat to certain key exercises.
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St. Ignatius divides the Spiritual Exercises into four one-week periods (i.e., one month);
yet, the actual speed of progressing through the weeks depends on the abilities of the
exercitant. However, the later weeks are more fixed because St. Ignatius intends for the
exercitant to spend plenty of time in deeper meditations on the life of Our Lord.

The weeks are broken down generally as follows:

1) The first week corresponds roughly to what is called the purgative way in the spiritual
life, which involves purifying the soul and putting one’s life in order. This week reminds
the exercitant why he was created, namely, the end for which he must live. The aim of
this week is to excite sorrow and contrition as the exercitant sees more clearly how he has
failed in working for the end in which he was created. There are meditations about the
sin of Adam and Eve, the sin of the angels, man’s personal sins, as well as meditations on
death, hell, and God’s judgment of man.” Therefore, this week is designed to purify the
soul, root out inordinate attachments to creatures, and enable one to amend his life
through grateful surrender to Christ the Redeemer.

The work of the first week is like removing the weeds from a patch of ground so that we
can then plant good plants. This “clearing the ground” is critical preparation for the
remaining three positive and beautiful weeks, in which the exercitant gains the main
fruits of the retreat. Let us read about those now.

2) The aim of the second week is to persuade the exercitant to an interior knowledge and
love of the person of Jesus Christ. In this way he may adapt his life to the model of
Christ Himself as the norm of Christian perfection. There are a series of meditations
about the private and public life of Christ. Further, there are the four famous
meditations: on the Call of Christ to His Kingdom, the distinction of the Two Standards—
the standard of Christ vs. the standard of Satan, the Three Classes of Men, and the Three
Modes of Humility.

7 In times outside of the Great Apostasy in which we live, (in which most people do not have
an uncompromising priest), a general confession would usually be made in this first week. In
fact, St. Ignatius intended that the Exercises be given by an experienced retreat master to those
retreatants he was familiar with, and not as something to just be read. In this series of articles in
Mary’s School of Sanctity, we at Catholic Candle are attempting to share this classic work with
our readers. Some of our readers might not know about them. Likewise, because there is no un-
compromising priest available to most of our readers, it is likely that there is nowhere to attend
an uncompromising retreat. By this series we attempt to explain the exercises, drawing from the
previous blessings of our having had these retreats available. Of course, sharing this treasure
with others increases our own love and appreciation of these Providential Exercises. These Exer-
cises, once explained, do lend themselves to being done by the laymen. They are very crucial in
our times of the Great Apostasy in order to keep our salvation as our number one goal in life.
These explanations of the Exercises will be found together on our website. They will be available
in book form at the end of our discussion about the Exercises for uncompromising Catholics to use
as a meditation source and/or guide for a self-directed retreat.
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In the Call of Christ the King meditation, St. Ignatius arouses the greatest enthusiasm
to follow Christ closely in poverty and humility while trying to prepare one’s soul to
spread the Catholic Faith.

The meditation on the Two Standards examines the tricks of the devil in contrast to
Christ’s plan for the world. The exercitant is encouraged to dedicate his life to Christ
whether in the religious life or as a layman. Further, the tactics that the devil uses to
draw people away from Christ are explained, as well as the strategies to use in order to
remain faithful to Christ.

In the meditation on The Three Classes of Men, St. Ignatius intends to free the
exercitant’s will from the false obstacles and illusions of the devil which would prevent
the exercitant from making a generous decision to follow Christ intimately.

The meditation called The Three Modes of Humility or subjection to God is intended to
purify the heart so that it might reach the highest degree of humility, thus leading the
exercitant to choose only that which best leads to his final end, the possession of God.

3) The third week focuses on the Passion of Our Lord. This week is intended to
strengthen the resolutions the exercitant has made to follow Christ more closely.
Through the study of Our Lord’s sufferings the exercitant increases his grateful love and
his sorrow for his sins.

4) The fourth week focuses on meditations on the Risen Life of Christ. This week 1s
intended to produce unselfish love, joy in Christ’s glory, and an unchanging trust in
Christ the Consoler.

The crowning conclusion of the four weeks of meditative exercises is the called the
Contemplation to Attain Divine Love. This meditation brings together all the aspects
of the four weeks into a wonderful whole, that is, that one should live his life exclusively
for God, in joyous service, finding God in all things and all things for Him. This we have
referred to before as having an Eternal Perspective.8

In other words, St. Ignatius desires that the exercitant fully grasp the importance of
doing all his actions for the greater honor and glory of God. This idea is embodied in St.
Ignatius’s famous motto, Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam.® St. Ignatius wants the exercitant to
become a noble and virtuous soldier of Christ with his eternal salvation ever in mind.

8 See, Catholic Candle’s Objective Truth Series Reflection #18, posted January 1, 2021, at
this link: Attps:/ /catholiccandle.org/category/resources-for-faith-and-practice/on-working-for-
holiness/objective-truth-series/

9 For the Greater Glory of God
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The above is a brief overview of the full Spiritual Exercises and the basic format of what
1s called an Ignatian Retreat. These retreats were traditionally given in an appropriate
setting for meditation. The retreatant would withdraw from the world, leaving all
worldly concerns for a set period of time. For laymen, this was generally a week. The
retreats were silent, meaning that the retreatants kept not only exterior silence and also
the more difficult interiorly recollection. There were generally three or four mini-
instructions (called conferences) per day. In these conferences the retreat master
[usually a priest] would instruct the retreatants about the contents of the next assigned
meditation. After an appropriate time of instruction, the retreatants were sent to their
rooms or the chapel to do the meditation and end with a period of thanksgiving, often
called the ‘colloquy’.10 After the meditation the retreatant would examine how well he did
in his efforts of the meditation. He could write himself some notes containing his
thoughts and insights that the Holy Ghost perhaps gave him during the meditation.
There was usually an opportunity to see the retreat master at least once a day and
discuss any problems the retreatant was having.

However, in our times of Apostasy, the Good Lord has allowed uncompromising Catholics
to suffer the additional cross of not having an uncompromising priest available and the
cross of not having the opportunity to attend an uncompromising retreat. If one wanted
to set time aside to be ‘on retreat’, as it were, to do the Spiritual Exercises by himself or in
a small group, it would be best to set aside some days where one could simulate the
surroundings most conducive to meditation. Ideally, one would have some simple meals
pre-made and make arrangements so one could keep a schedule, keep silence, and do
several meditations per day. Of course, there would be time allotted for a morning
Rosary and, ideally, an evening one as well. Because the Spiritual Exercises are so
powerful against the devil and are so efficacious for the perseverance of the soul, it is
crucial that we Catholics should seriously consider making time to do these Spiritual
Exercises.

Now we turn to another aspect of the Spiritual Exercises that is crucial for perseverance
in grace, that is, The Rules for the Discernment of the Spirits. We will give a brief
explanation [introduction] to them here and will treat each of them at length in the
upcoming issues of Catholic Candle, before moving on to treat each of the meditations of
the Spiritual Exercises themselves.

Because we are living in the Church Militant and are battling against the “powers of
darkness”, as St. Paul calls them, it is important to know the difference in the strategies
of the evil angels and of the good ones. St. Ignatius, through Divine inspiration, explains
how to discern between the spirits. He explains his Rules in two sets, one to be given

10 The method of meditation and colloquy was described in Mary’s School of Sanctity Lesson
#2, at this link: https:/ /catholiccandle.org/2021/09/03/lesson-2-meditation-how-why/
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during the First Week and the other in the Second Week. Yet the Rules are not intended
to be limited to the retreat. Rather, they are Rules to be used in the spiritual life in
general. Our souls go through continual struggles and the devil is always looking for
ways to trap us. We must likewise remember that our Guardian Angels are looking for
ways to assist us and they are always faithful in accomplishing God’s Will. Even if we do
not cooperate with our dear angels, they do not stop doing their God-given task.

In our next lesson we will begin looking at the fourteen Rules for the Discernment of the
Spirits for the First Week. After that, we will discuss the eight Rules for the Second
Week in a future issue of Catholic Candle.

05060

Catholic Candle note: The following article concerns the abuse of data to deceive
people, especially to promote leftist causes. Of course, despite the rampant abuse of data,
this does not mean that all data is somehow evil.

“Big Data” — a New Version of an Old Danger of
Manipulation and Deception

Currently, it is trendy for people to claim their decisions are “based on data” or use “Big
Data” (i.e., a huge amount of data). In this current fad, people try to connect everything
to “data”. We hear about “data-driven decisions” and “data-driven journalism”, “data-
driven teaching methods”, “data-driven science”, etc.

There is a superficial plausibility to the idea that all of our decisions should be “data-
driven”. After all, data are facts. It seems that no one can object to decisions being made
based on the facts (i.e., the truth).

Naive and gullible people think that conclusions based on “Big Data” are objective, non-
partisan, and unbiased. For this reason, they view “data-driven decisions” as “smart” and
safe.

Such people think that, by “following the data”, they are immune from criticism for their
position. For it could never be bad to simply make a decision or reach a conclusion based
on “facts”, right? So, it seems that no one could reasonably object to “following the data”.

But “data-driven” is a crutch phrase to remove the need for real, deep thinking. All that
we need to do (supposedly) is “follow the data”. The data will tell us what to do. All we
need to do 1s follow like sheep.
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Gullible and intellectually-lazy persons are prone to accept virtually whatever they are
told when the conclusion is preceded by the phrase “the data shows”.

This is especially true if it is claimed that the “data shows” whatever it is that the main-
stream media says and what the people around them already believe and repeat. Such
people follow the crowd by “following the data”.

One thing that overly-impresses inexperienced people is that conclusions from “Big Data”
seem so “scientific’. These people uncritically accept whatever passes through the “black
box” of “Big Data”. (Here we use “black box” as a metaphor for a huge amount of raw
data being assessed, analyzed, and organized in a hidden way, resulting in an unverifia-
ble conclusion supposedly based on the data. In other words, the data goes in one side of
the “black box” and out comes the conclusion.)

Gullible people fail to consider the myriad ways in which data (as is also true of statistics)
are abused to lend false support to fallacious claims.

Although the leftists use this Big Data deception, they are not the only ones. There are
other assorted charlatans who seek to take advantage of gullible people, preying on peo-
ple’s misplaced trust in order to get their money.

When a person is asked for his proof of some conclusion that he asserts, if he can conven-
1ently reply that he is relying on “Big Data”, then he is largely freed from needing to show
any proof because the dataset is inaccessible and/or is too big, i.e., has too many data
points. Therefore, he avoids the chance that anyone would independently assess and dis-
cover flaws in his conclusion because of the difficulty and burden of doing so.

Many people — especially the young — are impressed with conclusions which come from
“Big Data”. For example, people are told that global warming is a “fact” because this is
“proved” by computer analysis of the U.S. Government’s 37,000 petabytes of weather data
records.!! The “Big Data” charlatans succeed in convincing many gullible and naive peo-
ple because (supposedly) “the data shows” the conclusion, although there is no way for
the public to examine the data, or the analysis, or the assumptions which con-
tribute to the conclusion.

1n This is the amount of data that the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
claims to have. https://www.ncei.noaa.gov/about

This amount of data is roughly 2 quadrillion pages of a book. https:/www.how-
togeek.com/353116/how-big-are-gigabytes-terabytes-and-petabytes/
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This 1s like, before the “computer age”, gullible people were sometimes deceived by being
told “statistics show” some conclusion. In 1904, Mark Twain hinted at this abuse of data,
when he famously said:

“There are three types of lies — lies, damn lies, and statistics.”!2

Twain’s point, of course, is that the greatest deceptions can come from statistics because
they are easily manipulated. His observation could be updated for the “computer age” by
saying:

“There are three types of lies — lies, damn lies, and big data.”

The leftists have many purposes for using this ploy to deceive gullible people. For exam-
ple, they use “Big Data” to claim:

% That masks work to stop a virus!s;

% That those living the life of unnatural vice are happy and monogamous;
% That abortion 1s safe;

% That “transgender” people are happy if they act out their delusion;

+ That a business is more successful if it has more diverse employees;!4
+»» That the planet is warming because of human causality;15

+ That gun control (limiting guns possessed by law-abiding citizens) reduces vio-
lence;

+ That legalizing the recreational use of mind-altering drugs benefits society;16

12 North American Review, No. DCXVIII, July 5, 1907 (emphasis added).

13 For an article exposing that lie, read this article: https://catholiccandle.org/2020/12/01/856/

14 This “diversity makes a business more successful” canard only goes one way: the leftists
only use this lie (and attack a business for “lack of diversity”) when there are “too many” white
men, not in the case where there are “too few”. The leftists act as if there could never be too
many blacks, women, persons steeped in unnatural vice, or persons who are deluded into believ-
ing that they belong to the opposite sex.

15 Read this article about the globalist motives behind environmental alarmism:
https://catholiccandle.org/2019/12/01/climate-change-serves-to-usher-in-the-new-world-order/

16 Concerning some of the harm which is done by mind-altering drugs, read this article:
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« That greater taxation and greater government spending help the economy;
s That the lockdowns stop a pandemic;!?

s That socialized health care systems give better care and cost less;

% That justice requires “affirmative action, diversity, and inclusion”;

% The police are racists;

s That plastic waste i1s a threat to the planet;

+ That the environment is in a crisis.18

These are all examples of “Big Data” being used by leftists and other charlatans to de-
ceive people and reach false conclusions. “Data-driven” leftist media often cite what ap-
pears to be reputable datasets and use the data to offer surprising conclusions, typically
summarized in a slick infographic. Yet, when this “evidence” is examined more carefully,
1t collapses.

Here are seven ways that leftists and other charlatans use “Big Data” to reach false
conclusions (and to avoid scrutiny for them):

1. They assert that “Big Data” supports their conclusions, even though the data does
not exist and, in reality, the conclusions are simply made up “out of thin air”.
However, these conclusions are hard to assess because the charlatans only share
the (false) conclusions with the public and the (supposed) supporting data remains
1naccessible and hidden in a “black box”;

2. They assert reliance on “Big Data” which really exists, but the data is altered to
reach the desired false conclusion;

https://catholiccandle.org/2019/02/09/the-hope-given-to-catholics-in-grace-vs-the-hopelessness-of-
godlessness/

17 Read this article showing that the purpose of the lockdowns is to control people, not a vi-
rus. https://catholiccandle.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/lockdowns-are-to-control-people-not-a-

virus-2.pdf

18 Read this article about the globalist motives behind environmental alarmism:
https://catholiccandle.org/2019/12/01/climate-change-serves-to-usher-in-the-new-world-order/
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3. They assert they rely on “Big Data”, which is manipulated by choosing where
the data is “cut” (e.g., the beginning and ending points of the data which is con-
sidered in the analysis). This deception is also called “selection bias”;

4. They assert that they rely on “Big Data”, but that data is falsified through ma-
nipulating the definitions (i.e., the groupings or the “buckets”) into which the
data is placed,;

5. They assert that they rely on “Big Data”, although that data is not even con-
sulted but is a convenient “black box” in which to hide result-oriented changes in
policy by saying “new data” requires the policy change;

6. They assert that they rely on “Big Data”, but the data is analyzed using false
“predictive” assumptions; and

7. They assert that they rely on “Big Data”, but the data is manipulated by using
misleading assumptions on related matters which control the result.

Below, we discuss each of these seven types of “big data” deception.

1. The charlatans deceive people using “Big Data” which does not even exist
and in reality, the conclusions are simply made up “out of thin air”; this
fraud is hard to prove because the data is kept hidden.

Like graphs and statistics, there is an opaque quality about “Big Data” although many
people falsely take the data as “objective” and the conclusions as true. Datasets can be
entirely fabricated “out of thin air”. One example of that is the apparent Surgisphere’s
“Big Data” fraud.

Surgisphere Corporation was an Illinois company founded in 2008.1° That company
claimed that it had one of the largest and fastest medical records databases in the world.
Surgisphere claimed to have collected data from the electronic medical records of nearly
100,000 COVID-19 patients across 671 hospitals on six continents. Id.

19 Read these articles recounting the Surgisphere saga:

< https://www.the-scientist.com/features/the-surgisphere-scandal-what-went-wrong--67955

« https://hotair.com/john-s-2/2020/06/15/surgisphere-company-behind-retracted-hydroxychlo-

roquine-study-no-n344340

<+ https://www.science20.com/content/who is sur-
gisphere and how did they get into a lancet hydroxychloroquine paper
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Surgisphere promoted its “big data” findings in a study published in the prestigious
international (English) medical journal, Lancet. Id. This study claimed that many
deaths of COVID-19 patients were caused by hydroxychloroquine, an antimalarial (and
anti-viral) drug promoted by then-President Donald Trump. Id.

The mainstream media, the leftist political leaders, and the medical establishment
immediately and enthusiastically touted Surgisphere’s claims that hydroxychloroquine
increased a COVID patient’s risk of death. Id.

Within weeks, government agencies and the medical establishment halted major clinical
trials and changed their public health policy (which was never changed back even after
Surgisphere’s shenanigans were later revealed). Id.

No one looked at the data because Surgisphere did not make it available. But the leftists
loved the result — which showed that using hydroxychloroquine was (supposedly) danger-
ous — resulting in the suppression of this alternative to the COVID “vaccines” and
thereby enabling the leftists to use this “finding” to attack their enemy, President Trump.
1d.

Aside from this expediency, few people thought to question Surgisphere’s conclusions.
How could the data lie? Therefore, it seemed the conclusions “must be true”.

But Surgisphere’s apparent lie that it possessed this huge database eventually turned out
to have glaring incongruities. For example, of the 671 hospitals supposedly contributing
data, not a single such hospital could be found during extensive inquiries. Further, it
was puzzling how Surgisphere purportedly got electronic medical records from third
world countries whose hospitals did not generally use such electronic records. Id.

Scrutiny increased and questions multiplied. Surgisphere could not show it even pos-
sessed the database it claimed. Id.

The Lancet eventually retracted the paper which had been based on Surgisphere’s pur-
ported “Big Data” and retracted Surgisphere’s apparently-fabricated conclusions and
claims. Id.

Surgisphere’s apparently-fraudulent claims imploded but international health poli-
cies which were based on those claims remained in place. Id.

Surgisphere’s supposed data appears to be simple “Big Data” fraud. However, the most
instructive aspect of this fraud is how “everyone” immediately embraced and used the
conclusions to push the leftist agenda. The leftist media, government policy “experts”,
and the medical establi